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Abstract

A Study on the Patients with Hansen's Disease who Experienced
Suicidal Urge and Overcame Suicide.

Tae-Kyung Kang

Department of Social Welfare Graduate School of Social Welfare, Daegu University
Gyeongbuk, Korea

This research analyzed the structural dynamics about neglected and
isolated patients with Hansen’s disease who experienced suicidal urge and
overcame suicide. The research found the way to prevent them from killing
themselves by searching what triggered the suicidal urge and how they got
over the temptation.

The participants were 6 members who lived in the group home. They had
been excluded from the community and their family. They were trafficked
for forced labor from their group home. This experience had caused suicidal
urge before they came to the group home. To know how they overcame
suicidal urge, they were interviewed by using semi-structured opened ended
questions.

According to the interview, there are four reasons that stopped the suicidal
urge.

The participants said that the first reason to stop thinking about death is
the belief. This is a reliance on almighty God. Because the place where
they live together is run by the Catholic Foundation, the community spirit
and their belief are thought as the particular reason.
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Second, they got an economical and emotional support from their group
home. Their group home provided food, clothing, and shelter, which were
never provided from their family and society. By living together with other
patients, they strengthened their emotional relationship and made a new
social community.

Next, they were getting generous when they belonged here. They accepted
social prejudice without confronting unreasonable issues.

Last, they changed their aim of life. They decided to live happily for good.
They thought it could be the only way to take revenge to people who
ignored and excluded them from the society. That is, they found the certain
goal of their life by making new social relationship from the group home
which could be called their real home.

Also, they were helping one another in their community in various ways.
As a result, this facility provided emotional and financial support and
cooperating systems to people who were living together.

From the investigation going along, social relationship is thought as the
main factor of overcoming suicide. So, it is necessary to build social
relationship to interact with other people who are in the same oven. It is
also important to make well established motional and financial support
from the society.

On the basis of data furnished by this research, it is essential to develop
infrastructure for overcoming suicide of the neglected people beside patients
with Hansen's disease.

Keywords : Hansen suicidal thoughts, Suicide overcome resource
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the
study participants

Instance Years  Sex Education 1(;1};2175111(1:‘;17
1 65 man Middle Level 1
school
Early
2 71  woman dropout Level 2
(elementary)
3 69 man Middle Level 2
school
4 60 man ignorance Level 2
Early
5 60  woman dropout Level 2
(elementary)
6 61 man ignorance  Level 2
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Table 2. Demographic characteristics of the
study participants

Livin Suicide
Instance  Religion (s ousi) experience
P (Count)
Independent
1 Catholicism Housing one time
(Marriage)
Independent
2 Catholicism Housing one time
(Widowed)
Independent
3 Catholicism Housing three times
(Divorce)

Nursing home

4 Catholicism (Single)

one time

Independent
Housing
(Widowed)

5 Catholicism two times

Independent
Housing
(Single)

6 Catholicism two times
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Table 3. Subtopics in each case by Category
Case 1.

The beginning
of the disease

- Tough course of treatment.
or clinic

- Studies
prejudice.

- Sorry for the experience

interrupted by
Exclusion and
prejudice from

family and and the family suffered
society from social exclusion
- Hereditary prejudices

Living in - Harsh environment of the

68

settlement
facilities

early settlement facilities

- Raw deal facilities in the

settlement

- Re-admission did not have

a choice.

- Learning opportunities and

fear given in settlement
facilities

- Poor life and faith
- Working in Sorokdo Island

and dating first

- Leaving the life of the new

settlements in the Sorokdo
Island

- Business failure and frustration

Suicide
experience

- Sense of shame attempt

suicide on family breakdown

- Opinions on a variety of

practical experience suicide

Suicide
overcome
experience

- Changes in the values of

commitment and faith

- Resolute attitude to deal

with society’s prejudices

Case 2.

The beginning
of the disease

- The onset and cessation of

study

Exclusion and
prejudice from

- Damage caused by social

prejudices of the family

family and * Marginalized and isolated
society by prejudice
- Suffered prejudice and
begging on the journey to
go to settlement facilities
- Poor housing and excessively
given duty
- Labor
Living in - Serious side effects caused
settlement by poor diet and impersonal
facilities violence

- Surgical castration
- Japanese occupation in vivo

and ruthless force autopsy

- Sorokdo escape the bad

memories from her sister’s
death Sorokdo




B ALEE FHAG) B AT A
- Desperate for the outbreak by hunger
Do side and resentment - Assault and attempted suicide
Suicide for parents due to the pessimism of
experience - Causes ignore social isolation the situation of the same
and suicidal thoughts patient
- Witnessed the shocking suicide + Family of outer and snubbed
- Acceptance of love and - Pessimism and  suicide
death to life attempts from outside the
-Will to live due to the family
Suicide compensation of past pain - Stabilized with an equal mind
- Suicide is the religious living in the settlement
overcome . . s
experience consciousness of sin facilities
P - Sincere prayer life - Start a new career
- Positive support system of - Birth of marriage and wife
staff and patients at the - Passion for parenting
settlement meeting facilities - Runaway wife to suicide
.. attempt, none of the children
Suicide .
Case 3. overcome die face emerges
Tho besinn experience * Revenge on Will and society
¢ eh e(gil_nnlng - Poor living and disease for life
of the disease - Suicide is forbidden by
- Human rights abuses by the faith
the neighborhood level - Personal experience and
- Discrimination can not the consequent will to live
ride buses on faith
. - The detection of the disease - Resulting from the faith
Exclusion and . .. . .
. to quit a job in process life of self-sufficiency
prejudice from .
. - Discharge from Sorokdo
family and .
: island and return to the
society . Case 4.
troubled community — — -
- Suppressed due to studio The beginning - Initial exacerbation of symptorms
operations and Prejudice of the disease and disease remedies to try
- Like oil floating around in » Serious damage and suffering
the cold society caused by their own family
- Experiencing poverty and - That can not .be re'cognized
begging in the walking by family situation and
process as Sorokdo island Exclusion and  emotional distance
o - Life began in Sorokdo island prejudice from - Situation did not attend
Living in - After the children of the family and the funeral of his mother’s
sett%e‘n}ent marriage settlement facilities society deathbed and brothers to
facilities back again reject
- Runaway wife who * Purim a riot with experience
discovered the impact of of rejection and resistance
the disease to it in the dining room
.. Living i .
.. - Attempted suicide due to 1ving in - Life of the early settlements
Suicide . settlement .
. runaway wife el - Dispute settlement
experience facilities

* Thereby stealing and assault
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Suicide
experience

- Exclusion experienced by

the families of suicide attempt

- Recognized by the presence

of disadvantaged families

- Low self-esteem and love

for life Negligible

- Woman relationship, sibling

conflict, due to the loss of
work, depression, property
issues, child conflict

- A series of living isolated

and attempts of suicide
due to pessimism plight

+ Does this scare after drinking

pesticide

+ Debt due to business failures

of his brother

- Husband's death

Suicide
overcome
experience

- Restoration

- Faith suicidal suppression
- Suicide does not move to

run a momentary urge to win
of presence
through the work suppresses
suicide

- Support systems in the

settlement facilities

- Resolute stance on prejudice

and exclusion experienced

- Patient support and trust

oigggﬁe of settlement facilities
experience - Changes in the life of the
P will and living by faith
Case. 6

The beginning
of the disease

- Early onset of symptoms,

director due to illness

- The start of a new job,

taking drugs

Case 5.

The beginning
of the disease

- Diagnosis of the disease

was discovered by accident

- Disruption of school due

to illness

- Home remedies to try and

fail

Exclusion and
prejudice from

- The plight of the people

who go to the lack of
understanding about the
disease and away

Exclusion and
prejudice from
family and
society

- Rejection of the neighborhood

and frequent director

- Constraints due to the

prejudices of the day

- Self wichukdoem
- Isolated lifestyle
- Damage of the family and

resentment

- Contraction and denial of

life experience in a restaurant

- Does my brother never go

to a restaurant to operate

Living in
settlement
facilities

- Compulsory admission by

family

+ Same molt and forced marriage

Suicide
experience

- Violence, inadequate social

protection for rape victims
and inadequate coping

family and R .
: - Discrimination experiences
society . .
and painful emotions
experienced with family
C . + Refuse admission requirements
Living in . 4.
due to prejudice and fear
settlement . . .
facilitios - Hospital admission and
settlement facilities
- Two suicide due to the
pessimism of the situation
- Many suicide witnessed
Suicide and sympathy for suicide
experience - The exclusion of family,
physical damage, prejudice
of society, personality, life
does not satisfy
* Medical assistance and
emotional relationships with
Suicide staff at settlement facilities
overcome - Acceptance of oneself
experience - Resolute to cope with prejudice

- Hope of life

due to a
change in thinking
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[ The beginning of the disease ]

Exclusion and prejudice Dysfunction in the
from family and society Settlement Facility | _

Studies interrupted Harsh environment of '
by prejudice the early settlers facilities ;
H

! : H
! The level of abuse by neighbors | o H
| e s e Hunger and poverty, life i

H
I would harm his family :

! Damage and suffering of
fled to settlement facilities !
1

i the families of their own

|
Japanese occupationand  }

R . N |
in vivo dissection

Marginalized and
isolated by prejudice
el sion and

rehen escape

lon-personal violence
e LN | viol
of the bottle . N and incarceration

{ Families of victims and Hopelessness about
' social exclusion
A varie

Prejudice and ignore the disease

f other

! personal reasons Low 55”’55"5.9”‘- Dysfunction olf_t!we
' (Economic, Marital Conflict, Etc)) lack of love life settlement facilities

Will to live by faith SUEE SR &

| Obligations that must support a
settlement facilities

family threugh a job

Revenge on Will and Suicide is contrary Resolute attitude to deal |
society for life to the faith with society's prejudices

Fig. 1 Schematic of the category
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