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A report on thirteen new cases of Hansen’s disease in Busan,
Ulsan, and Kyungnam district during last 6 years (2002-2007)

Hyun-Ho Cho, M.D. , Sang-Hee Seo, M.D. , Do-Sang Jung, M.D. ,
Hyun-Chang Ko, M.D. , Moon-Bum Kim, M.D. , Kyung-Sool Kwon, M.D*

Department of Dermatology, School of Medicine, Pusan National University,
Busan, Korea

Introduction : Along with the remarkable decrease in incidence of Hansen's disease, many
physicians have little experience and are unfamiliar with the disease entity. Consequently
physicians may make an error in or delay the correct diagnosis more frequently in these
days. We feel that the physicians should constantly be interested in Hansen's disease, and
be aware of the updated aspects as compared with the past.

Material and methods : We have analysed 13 new patients of Hansen's disease in Busan,
Ulsan, and Kyungnam district during last 6 years (2002-2007). The clinical features of 13
new patients were compared with 370 cases reported 30 years ago, in our clinic.
Results : Among 13 patients, male was 4 and female was 9. Mean age was 63 years, and
the mean duration until diagnosis was 15.6 months. Two patients had familial history of
Hansen's disease.
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In the classification, lepromatous leprosy was 6, borderline lepromatous leproys was 4,

mid-borderline leprosy was 1, borderline tuberculoid leprosy was 1, and tuberculoid leprosy

was 1. Eight patients of 13 have experienced lepra reaction. Level of BI and PGL-I
antibody corresponded with type of the disease. Among 13 patients, 9 patients (69.2%) were

resident in Busan.

Conclusion : There was an increase in female population, and mutibacillary forms of

Hansen's disease were more common as compared with the past. Since majority of patients

were resident in Busan and the duration until diagnosis was too long, the dermatologist,

especially in Busan should be interested in and carry on clinical studies of Hansen's

disease constantly.

Key Word : Hansen's disease
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