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- Abstract -

The summary of recent relapse leprosy cases in Korea(2003~2007)

Jong-Pill Kim

Institute for Leprosy Research, Korean Hansen Welfare Association

Relapse may occur the poor Killing of M.leprae due to inadequate treatment
in early onset relapse, and persisting M.leprae and drug resistance mutants
in late onset relapse. The relapse of leprosy after the release from
treatment(RFT) has profound implications for the public Hansen program
including case management, compliance, disease transmission and control.
For the understanding of recent characteristics of the leprosy relapse in
Korea, we are summarized and reported the epidemiological factors.

23 relapse cases were reported in Korea from 2003 to 2007. Among 23
cases, 18 cases were the lepromatous type, and 3 cases were the tuberculoid
type. The mean duration of past treatment was 16.4 years, and the mean
interval to relapse was 28.5 years.

Key Words : Leprosy, Relapse.
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